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The JRC’s Institutional History Project (iHiP) plans to produce an authoritative institutional 
history of the JRC, based on an as complete as possible set of historic sources. If “history 
is that certainty produced at the point where the imperfections of memory meet the 
inadequacies of documentation13” then this project will underpin that certainty with more 
evidence. To this end, the JRC will generate a digital, accessible archive of its own heritage of 
documents over the past 60 years.

At the same time, the JRC as an organisation will continue to evolve. The JRC has proven 
its ability to adapt to changing circumstances and the JRC Strategy 2030 provides a good 
orientation for this process. Flexibility remains important and, also in this sense, fostering a 
culture where we know and learn from our past.

“The longer you can look back, the farther you can look forward”

Sir Winston S. Churchill

What next?

This last visualisation is based on the available documents from the last 
60 years. It shows the rise and fall of keywords and the emergence of new 
keywords over time, always defined as the most frequent words in the given 
year and the available documents. Although the newly appearing keywords do 
not predict the JRC’s future, they still direct our curiosity towards it: Can we 
expect that the upward trend of certain words will be confirmed and will shape 
Europe’s and the JRC’s future?  What do you think? The iHiP project will help us 
understanding this better 

13. Julian Barnes, The sense of an ending, London, 2011.
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The views set out in this publication don’t necessarily reflect the official opinion of the 
European Commission.
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