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BB Ref Ares(2016)6915991 - 1212/2016

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

7 DIRECTORATE-GENERAL E u R
T JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE
S Directorate F - Health, Consumers and Reference Materials Unlon L ¥
Food & Feed Compliance for Food Contact Materials

Geel, 12 December 2016
JRC.F.5/EH/mt/ARES{2016} 16-027

INVITATION LETTER

Inter-laboratory comparison exercise on temperature control during migration tests
and migration of FCM substance No 500 by article filling

ILC02-2016

Dear Madam, dear Sir,

On behalf of the European Union Reference Laboratory (EURL) for Food Contact Materials
(EURL-FCM), I invite you to participate in an inter-laboratory comparison {ILC) exercise on
temperature control during migration tests by article filling combined with using your
temperature-control protocol for the determination of the specific migration of FCM
substance No 500.

Studies by National Reference Laboratories (NRLs) and the EURL-FCM indicated that the
required contact temperature when performing migration tests by article filling is often
reached only after an (unacceptably) long period of time or even not at all. As the contact
temperature affects migration results, it may also affect the decision about compliance or non-
compliance of samples. In the previous ILCO1-2015 it appeared that the temperature during a
2 h at 70°C migration test could not maintained at the required temperature of 70+2°C during
the entire 2 h contact period by a substantial amount of NRLs.

Therefore this ILC is a follow-up of the previous ILC01-2015 and aims at showing your
improvement controlling the temperature in the food simulant at the contact surface with the
filled article. You are asked to carry out a migration test by article filling of the provided
polypropylene cups (volume 0.3 1) with food simulant D1 (ethanol 50%, v/v) for 2 h at 70°C
to the best of your knowledge. You need to monitor the temperature, preferably by using a
data logger, of the food simulant inside one of the test specimens during the contact period
using a calibrated thermometer.

In this ILC you are also requested to use your temperature control protocol for performing a
migration test in triplicate for the determination of the specific migration of FCM substance
No 500 (2,5-bis(5-tert-butyl-2-benzoxazolyl)thiophene). Besides the specific migration,
please report the associated expanded measurement uncertainty, the coverage factor and the
approach followed for uncertainty calculation.

Via E. Fermi 2749, T.P. 260, [-21027 Ispra (VA) - Ispra. Telephone: (39-0332) 785319. https.//ec.europa.eufjrc/
E-mail: eddo.hoekstra@ec.europa.eu




Please answer our questionnaire to the best of your knowledge, because the EURL-FCM will
use all information available to perform a root-cause-analysis. The results will be used to
formulate further recommendations for performing migration tests by article filling at
elevated temperatures for short contact times.

I remind you that it is your duty as NRL to participate in the ILCs organised by the EURL-
FCM and that the work programme is decided with your agreement. There is no charge for
participation. Feel free to involve your local official control laboratories.

Please confirm your participation until the 15th of December 2016 by sending back the
completed participation form to Emmanouil TSOCHATZIS

(Emmanouil. TSOCHATZIS @ec.europa.eu) or Jodo Alberto Lopes (Joao-Filipe. ALBERTO-
LOPES @ec.europa.eu). Once we have received your confirmation of participation, we will
send a sample kit to you. The shipment of the sample kits is foreseen until the 17th of
December 2016. You will find detailed instructions concerning the requested results in the
sample kits. The deadline for submission of results is 1st March 2017. For further
information, please contact Emmanouil TSOCHATZIS (phone: +39-0332789548) or Jodo
Alberto Lopes (phone: +39-0332789782).

Sincerely yours,

Eddo Hoekstra

Operating Manager, European Union Reference Laboratory for Food Contact Materials

Enclosure: |

Cc: H. Emons (JRC), B. Schupp (SANTE)
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