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DEMOGRAPHIC SCENARIOS FOR THE EU 
MIGRATION, POPULATION AND EDUCATION

How can we avoid overburdening
our social system with population ageing?

increase migration?

increase fertility?
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Population ageing and a smaller labour force means that 
European workers will need to support more dependents in the future

In 2015, 54 % of EU-28 population lived
in western Member States. If trends continue, 
by 2060 that share will be 59 %

In 2015, the share of people
aged 65+ was the same in both 
country groups, but it will grow 
faster in the eastern Member 
States by 2060

If trends continue, by 2060 the world population
will be 2.3 billion larger than today, with Africa 
contributing 57 % (1.3 billion) of this growth

The education of girls has the strongest and most consistent connection to moderate fertility rates

Total fertility rate - number of children per woman in Africa

A smaller, better-educated labour force may prove 
to be more adaptable to the changing nature of work, 
automation and artificial intelligence

Even doubling migration has little effect compared 
to continuing current trends. In fact, the effect is the same 
as if immigrants were better integrated and participated 
at the same rate as Europeans
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The movement of workers towards wealthier EU states speeds up 
ageing and population decline in eastern Member States 

Girls’ education matters greatly for the future 
of world population growth 

The EU's future labour force 
will be smaller and better educated

Increasing labour force participation 
is the most effective way to cope
with population ageing

Migration increases the EU's total labour force size, but 
has a limited effect on the ratio of dependents to workers
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Women with less than primary education in Africa

EU labour force over total population
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A longer active life can help 
address the challenges related 
to population ageing
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Even much higher immigration or fertility
will not change the pace of population 
ageing significantly by 2060

The share of the  population over 
age 65 is bound to increase
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