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Dear colleague,

Welcome to the first issue of our newsletter. We are very thrilled to start this
newsletter as a way to keep in touch with our community.

What can you expect? Three articles delivered directly to your mailbox twice a
year. It will be the best way to stay updated on the use of composite indicators
and scoreboards from around the world and meet some of the inspiring minds
developing these tools.

This first issue of the newsletter is shared with you because you are on the con-
tact list of the European Commission's Competence Centre on Composite
Indicators and Scoreboards. If you wish to unsubscribe you can use the link at
the bottom of the page, but we will be sad to see you go.

We hope to stay connected and welcome any suggestions for future issues.
Just hit reply!

Thank you so much for reading.

All the very best,

The Competence Centre on Composite Indicators and Scoreboards team

1. The one and only home to composite indicators is
here
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For the past several years, we have been
dreaming about this idea, exploring whether
it could be possible to build a platform ded-
icated to all composite indicators and score-
boards in the world. One place to find them
all and bridge the information between
these instruments in an interactive way.

Over time, this idea has gained strength and support from many of you. We
managed to have a team relentlessly focused in putting this idea into practice,
culminating in last year’s launch of the first edition of the Composite Indicators
& Scoreboards Explorer at COP26 climate summit.

This tool is our scoreboard for the world. A guide to help us take the pulse of
our societies and of our planet. By looking at a series of measures together, the
Explorer provides the big picture in any major policy issue today.

Here are three ways that the Explorer can help you in gaining insights to drive
improved policies.

1. Getting a bird’s eye view
If you are wondering how a particular country is doing in the green transition,
you can now look at the plethora of measures all together and get the bigger
picture. If you take Italy as an example, you will see that the country scores
among the middle-top/top performers in 15 out of 17 indices related to the
European Green Deal category. Yet, Italy is among the bottom performers
worldwide in what concerns the Ecological Footprint.

2. Diving deep into multidimensional data
Clicking through each of the 100 composite indicators and scoreboards, you
can dive deeper into the composition of each of them. Take an issue like inno-
vation and explore the Global Innovation Index. Switzerland takes the top spot
on innovation, but you can also see that countries like China or Vietnam top
the list within their respective income group. By moving beyond the overall
scores, you can explore the data from different angles.

3. Discovering synergies and trade-offs
Have you ever wondered how much similar your index is compared to others?
The association matrix will help you find out. Scroll down for example in the
Social Progress Index page to see the matrix. Here you can explore how this in-
dex relates to any other measure. Conflate with other wellbeing measures such
as the Human Development Index, Happy Planet Index, Sustainable Society
Index, SDG Index or any other of your choice. Let us know what you find out!
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What’s next?

We will continue mapping the landscape of multidimensional measures and in-
cluding several new features. The second version of the tool will be released in
Fall 2022. Beyond our team, this is a journey of many minds who are guiding us
with inspiring ideas and feedback. If you have any suggestions for how to make
this tool more useful to your work, please do get in touch at JRC-
Explorer@ec.europa.eu

2. A new Portal measures progress in gender equality

To mark this year’s International Women’s
Day, the European Commission and
the European Institute for Gender Equality,
launched the Gender Equality Strategy
Monitoring Portal on 9 March.

“The Portal has the potential to assist us in seeing the big picture and tracking
progress toward gender equality in all Member States” said European
Commissioner Mariya Gabriel during the launch event.

The Portal brings together data aligned to the three main objectives of the
European Union’s Gender Equality Strategy: free from violence and stereotypes,
thriving in a gender-equal economy and leading equally throughout society.
Policy analysts, scientists, journalists and interested citizens can check progress
on these goals and pinpoint where countries are doing well and where there is
room for improvement.

The data tells us how the European Union is improving in some areas, such as
the gender gap in employment, which shrank from 16% in 2005 to 11% in
2020. Also the share of women among board members of research funding or-
ganisations grew from 37% in 2017 to 40% in 2021.

Nonetheless, we can also see that progress is not happening quickly enough in
all areas. Only one out of every five ICT professionals is a woman, while the
proportion of women graduating from ICT programs has risen too slowly, from
18% in 2014 to only 20% in 2019.

Developing the Portal was not always easy. “One challenge was to keep a bal-
ance of all elements: not overload one dimension with too many indicators and
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leave another one empty where data was more difficult to find,” explains Eleni
Papadimitriou, a member of the Gender Equality Strategy Portal’s team.

The Portal remains a work in progress, Eleni reminds us. “We will continue re-
fining the indicator framework to reflect the needs of the European
Commission and optimising the features of the Portal trying to offer a tailor-
made and personalised experience to the user.”

We are more than happy to receive your feedback and ideas at JRC-
COIN@ec.europa.eu

3. People behind the numbers: Lewis Dijkstra

Lewis Dijkstra works at the European
Commission where he is the Head of the
Economic Analysis Sector in the Directorate-
General responsible for EU policy on regions
and cities. His work covers areas such as
measuring transport performance, the ge-
ography of EU discontent, quality of govern-
ment, gender equality and competitiveness
at regional and urban levels. He is the editor
of the cohesion reports monitoring progress
on economic, social and territorial cohesion
across EU regions. Lewis has also been the
driving force behind the creation of a global
definition of cities for making comparisons
across countries compatible.

What is the first word that comes to your mind when someone says data?

Joy

What role the specific indices that you worked on have had in informing
EU policies? Can you give us a concrete example?

Two examples come to mind. The Regional Competitiveness Index, which we
first published ten years ago, helps EU regions to identify their strengths and
weaknesses. Many regions use this index to shape their regional development
strategy and their cohesion policy programmes. The European Quality of
Government Index has put good governance on the map. In the early 2000s,
good governance was barely mentioned when it comes to regional develop-

mailto:JRC-COIN@ec.europa.eu
mailto:JRC-COIN@ec.europa.eu
mailto:JRC-COIN@ec.europa.eu
mailto:JRC-COIN@ec.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/maps/regional_competitiveness/
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/information/maps/regional_competitiveness/
https://www.gu.se/en/quality-government/qog-data/data-downloads/european-quality-of-government-index
https://www.gu.se/en/quality-government/qog-data/data-downloads/european-quality-of-government-index
https://www.gu.se/en/quality-government/qog-data/data-downloads/european-quality-of-government-index
https://www.gu.se/en/quality-government/qog-data/data-downloads/european-quality-of-government-index


ment in the EU. Now cohesion policy invests far more in improving administra-
tive capacity and there is broad consensus that improving institutions is critical
to promote regional development, innovation and entrepreneurship.

How in your view can we further promote evidence-based policymaking?

Evidence-based policymaking depends on presenting the right information at
the right time. This means preparing the ground by collecting data that you will
need in the future. Once you have the data, they need to be analysed thor-
oughly and the most important message need to be identified. Finally, these
key messages need to be communicated to different groups, not just EU policy
makers, but also national and regional politicians, journalists, researchers and
the general public. It is only by addressing different audiences that evidence
can have its full impact. We produce reports, summaries, data stories, working
papers and academic articles to reach out to a variety of interested parties.

What is your one-piece advice for other index developers?

Make it sexy. A good index can really capture people’s attention, but it has to
be presented in a visually striking manner. Investing in an attractive, interactive
data visualization is tantamount. The underlying concept needs to be intuitive.
An index is a complex thing and that can turn people away. As a result, it is
usually better to start by presenting the aggregate level. Then if people are in-
terested, make it easy for them to see the dimensions and to access to the in-
dividual indicators. Finding a good hook can also really help spark interest. Lift
out an aspect that is non-trivial, maybe even counter intuitive, but that makes
people want to read on.

What is your favourite city?

I love New York. My wife and I have lived there for two amazing years. The mu-
sic, the food, the people and the energy of that city are addictive. The only
drawback is that you have to win the lottery if you don’t want to live in shoe-
box.

Still here? Explore more of our work here.

This newsletter is issued by the European Commission’s Competence Centre on Composite 
Indicators and Scoreboards on a biannual basis.

Surprise a colleague: forward our newsletter! 
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