


2

Values and Identities in policymaking, public trust and polarisation. Do not miss 
these pieces! 

The year 2022 has seen advances in the European science-for-policy ecosystem. 
We look forward to a promising 2023 to build on these initiatives with your 
collaboration. 

We wish you Happy Holidays! 

Lorenzo Melchor & Kristian Krieger 
 

  

Latest news and events  
 

24/11/2022 

Questionnaires for competence level self-assessment 
open for feedback  
The questionnaires that will be at the basis 
of our forthcoming competence self-
assessment tool are now open for feedback. 
We ask policymakers and researchers 
advising on policy to help us make them as 
clear and easy to understand as possible. To 
make the questions used for this self-
assessment as clear as possible, we would 
need your feedback. Please answer to one 
of the following surveys. 
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14/11/2022 

Seven EU Member States will receive support for reforms 
to promote evidence-informed policymaking  
Greece, Belgium, Czech Republic, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, and the Netherlands will 
receive support to reform their public 
administrations and science and innovation 
systems. During the kick-off meeting, Greek 
Minister Akis Skertsos, Czech Deputy 
Minister Marek Havrda, Director-Generals 
Mario Nava (DG REFORM) and Stephen 
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Quest (JRC), OECD Director for Public 
Governance Elsa Pilichowski, and r... 
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26/10/2022 

The Commission publishes a new Document to promote 
discussion on a better use of scientific knowledge in 
policymaking  
The European Commission has published a 
Staff Working Document to promote policy 
debates and development in the Member 
States for building capacity for a better use 
of scientific knowledge in policymaking. The 
public launch event was supported by the 
participation of Director-General Stephen 
Quest (JRC) and Mario Nava (REFORM), 
Deputy-Director General Joanna Drake 
(RTD), key stakeholders in the... 
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Latest blog posts  
 

08/12/2022 

Understanding values for policymaking: the challenges  
Values are everywhere, but at the same time difficult to 
fully grasp. They build the foundation for what people 
want from politics and it is high time that we understand 
them better. Knowledge on how to take values into 
account in policy design and communication is crucial to 
build a trusting relationship with citizens. 
  

more  
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The Ghent Group: Advanced Training course on science-
based policy advice in agriculture and environment  
The first trans-European advanced course on science-
based policy advice in agriculture and environment was 
held in October 2022 at VAC in Ghent, Belgium. More than 
30 researchers, advisors and administrators from 10 
European countries, all working with science-based policy 
advice participated. And what a success it was! 
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06/12/2022 

Beware of Evidence! Why (some) citizens do not want 
more scientific evidence and what role trust plays in this  
Scientific findings have become increasingly important for 
policy-makers, for instance when developing new public 
interventions or when current solutions must be modified. 
However, as clearly shown during the Covid-19 pandemic, 
evidence-informed policymaking does not enjoy the 
acceptance of the entire public. While reliance on scientific 
arguments can be rational, it is not always obvious to 
expec... 
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02/12/2022 

EU-27 ministers debated how to better use science in 
policymaking  
On 2 December 2022, the Czech Presidency invited the 
EU-27 research ministers to discuss “science as an 
instrument to facilitate policymaking in the Member 
States” during the meeting of the Competitiveness Council 
of the EU. The debate followed the publication of the 
European Commission Staff Working Document 
“Supporting and connecting policymaking in the Member 
States with scientific resear... 
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02/12/2022 

Promoting a debate on building science-for-policy 
capacity in Europe  
In complex times, democratic government and scientific 
knowledge become ever more important Scientific 
knowledge contributes to addressing societal needs – in 
particular in moments of complexity and adversity. 
Science, based on the rigorous analysis of empirical data 
and the testing of competing explanatory theories, offers a 
source of robust knowledge of the world corroborated 
through peer r... 
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21/11/2022 

Policymaking, a formidable task  
I have come across this funny story on social media many 
times in various versions, but I find that this adaptation 
captures particularly well some of the most significant 
challenges around science policy. We are living in a world 
that demands answers to highly complex problems. From 
the COVID-19 pandemic, to climate change, from the 
green transitions to artificial intelligence. At the same 
time,... 
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18/11/2022 

GeoPolicy: A new step to build robust science-for-policy 
ecosystems in Europe  
Today’s policy issues are complex and the policy 
environment in which they’re made is becoming more 
demanding. Clear, contextualised, and timely scientific 
evidence can support policymakers in identifying the 
underlying issue, understanding their policy options, and 
subsequently creating evidence-informed policies that 
deliver positive results for their citizens. However, despite 
the benefits ... 
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Latest Resources  
 

Commission Staff Working Document on Science for 
Policy in the Member States – An Invitation for a Pan-
European Debate on Evidence-informed Policymaking  
Together with the Directorate-General for 
Research and Innovation (RTD), supported 
by the Directorate-General for Structural 
Reform Support (REFORM), the Joint 
Research Centre has recently published a 
Commission Staff Working Document (SWD) 
on “Supporting and connecting 
policymaking in the Member States with 
scientific research”. 
 

 

 

  

 

The SWD, a type of Commission document to present an analysis of a policy 
problem and available responses (rather than one to develop policy proposals 
and initiatives on behalf of the Commission), 

 provides a rationale for the need to build capacity for science for policy 
in the Member States, 

 identifies key challenges that interfere with an effective collaboration 
between scientific and policymaking communities, and 

 points to policy frameworks, support instruments, and good practices at 
EU and national level that can help overcome these challenges. 

We see this document as an opening chapter in a pan-European debate on 
how to create and support a robust science-for-policy ecosystem in Europe 
that reinforces and connects diverse national and sectoral ecosystems in order 
to deal with the complex issues today’s societies and policymakers face. 
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This is an edition of The Science for Policy Bulletin, published by the JRC's 
Evidence-Informed Policy Making team via the European Commission's 
Knowledge4Policy platform 

Subscribe, if this email was forwarded to you. 

Unsubscribe via your Newsroom account | Privacy notice. 
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to documents subject to intellectual property rights of third parties. 
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The European Commission is committed to personal data protection. Any personal data is 
processed in line with the Regulation (EU) 2018/1725. Please read the privacy statement 
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