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Welcome 

Welcome to the latest edition of the ECAT newsletter! We hope 
you're well-rested after the summer break, and ready for the latest 
algorithmic transparency updates.  

Over the summer, the ECAT team has continued to provide 
scientific and technical support for the enforcement of the Digital 
Services Act (DSA), by contributing to case investigations, informing 
the development of delegated acts and in other ways collaborating 
with our colleagues in DG Connect. For an updated overview of the 
Commission's main enforcement activities concerning very large 
online platforms and search engines (VLOPs and VLOSEs), visit this 
page. 



In July, ECAT team members also went to the 2024 European 
Workshop on Algorithmic Fairness in Mainz, where we had the 
chance to hear from and engage with excellent researchers from 
across Europe. In keynotes, interactive sessions and lightning talks, 
participants shared insights from a range of topical projects. See 
this short summary if you're interested in learning more.  

Below you'll find highlights related to our work and the DSA, open 
opportunities to contrubite or join us, and introductions to team 
members and relevant initiatives in the wider research community. 
To learn more about what we do, visit our website. And if you have 
any feedback, we'd love to hear it - please get in touch with us 
on ec-ecat@ec.europa.eu.  

News updates 

Preliminary findings in X case 
The Commission informed X of its 
preliminary view that it is in breach 
of the DSA in areas linked to dark 
patterns, advertising transparency 
and data access for researchers.  

more 

Submit evidence for minor 
protection guidelines 

Once adopted, the guidelines will 
advise on how online platforms are 
to implement high levels of privacy, 
safety and security for minors online, 
required by the DSA. Contribute by 
30 September!  

more 

Call for tenders 
If you're interested in supporting 
DSA case teams with market 

TikTok Lite Rewards programme 
withdrawn from the EU 



intelligence, evidence gathering or 
compliance monitoring for VLOPs 
and VLOSEs, make your submission 
by 23 September.  

more 

To comply with the DSA, TikTok has 
committed to permanently withdraw 
the programme and not launch any 
other programme to circumvent the 
withdrawal.  

more 

Meet our team! 

ECAT is still a new and growing team, with colleagues joining from a 
wealth of backgrounds with a diversity of high-level expertise.  

To give you a better idea of how we work, in every newsletter 
we’ll introduce you to one of our team members who'll share 
what their background is, what they’re working on and why 
algorithmic transparency matters to them! 

In this edition, you can hear from Astrid Bertrand who joined ECAT 
at the beginning of this year after completing her PhD in Human-
Computer Interaction. 

When considering career options following your PhD, what 
drew you to the Commission’s work on algorithmic 
transparency and AI? 

I have been driven to the topic of algorithmic trustworthiness and 
transparency because of its importance to mitigate societal risks. To 
me, working at the Commission on these issues was one of the 



most impactful paths I could take after my PhD focusing on trust in 
AI. The Commission's work on algorithmic transparency and AI is 
applied to very tangible societal issues, which is precisely what I was 
looking for in the next step of my career. Working at the 
Commission on enforcing new regulations that have just come into 
force, such as the DSA, offers the possibility to shape the way these 
regulatory instruments are used and their societal impacts. 

What are you working on right now? 

One of the areas I'm working on is gathering scientific evidence on 
the risk of social media addiction and problematic social media use, 
paying particular attention to the impact of specific platform design 
elements and potential design interventions to mitigate these risks. 
I am also involved in work streams regarding generative AI, 
recommender systems and algorithmic-driven risks of self-harm on 
social media. 

Can you share one achievement from your career so far that 
you’re proud of? 

As a PhD student, the publication of your first article is an important 
milestone, as a sign of validation that you're on the right path and 
that your work meets academic standards. I therefore remember 
the publication of my first article in the conference AIES 2022 as a 
moment of pride, also relief, and as a critical step paving the way to 
my academic journey, to the completion of my PhD and to my 
arrival at the Commission. 

We're hiring! 



Are you one of our new team members? Find out more and apply 
here! 

Community research 

Engaging with the research community is core to ECAT's work, 
especially when it comes to the investigation of systemic risks, as 
outlined in the DSA. A wealth of insights on these risks and their 
mitigations are regularly published across Europe, and we hope to 
draw your attention to just some of the projects that have caught 
our eye.  

For this edition, we've asked Debbie Ging, Professor of Digital 
Media and Gender in the School of Communications at Dublin 
City University, to shed light on a recent research project on 
recommender systems and male toxicity. 

You recently published a paper on the role of recommender 
systems in promoting male supremacist influencers on YouTube 
Shorts and TikTok. To you, what are the most significant 
findings from this research? 

The key finding of the research is that all of the fake male accounts 
we set up, whether they sought out manosphere content or generic 
"male-interest" content, were fed male supremacist, misogynistic or 
other toxic content within the first 26 minutes. However, some were 
recommended this way quicker, in one case in the first two minutes 



of engagement. In other words, boys and young men are being 
aggressively recommended anti-feminist content on these 
platforms. 

In the case of the YouTube Shorts accounts, 61.5% of the total 
recommended content was toxic. In the case of the TikTok 
accounts, 34.7% of the total recommended content was toxic. By 
toxic we mean it was coded as either male supremacist, anti-
feminist, misogynist, far right or conspiracy. 

... Read more  
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