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Introduction 
 

This bimonthly Newsletter covers the latest news and achievements of the EC 

Knowledge Centre on Cancer and other Cancer and non-communicable 

diseases portfolio projects. Check out the previous issues. 

It also provides updates on EC grant calls and latest relevant EU-funded 

cancer-related projects. Moreover, you can find information about vacancies at 

the EC Joint Research Centre. 

Make sure you don't miss our next issues and subscribe here. 

 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/newsletter-archives/100
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/cancer_en
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https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-science-and-knowledge-activities/cancer-and-non-communicable-diseases_en
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https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/cancer/tackling-cancer-other-non-communicable-diseases-ncds-newsletter-archive-issues_en
https://recruitment.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/3580/create


Guest corner 
 

OECD new Country Cancer Profiles 2025 in collaboration with the 

European Commission 

Cancer affects millions of people across 

Europe, but not everyone has the same 

access to prevention, early detection, and 

quality care. The European Cancer 

Inequalities Registry sheds light on these 

stark disparities—both between and within 

EU Member States, Norway and Iceland —

revealing where progress is being made and 

where urgent action is needed. 

Understanding these gaps is the first step in 

bridging them. 

 

We launched the 2025 Country Cancer 

Profiles earlier this month and are thrilled to 

feature them in this issue of the newsletter. 

This year’s edition brings together the latest 

insights on cancer burden, prevention, and 

care across European countries. It also 

features a new Synthesis Report, which 

highlights key findings at the EU level, and 

an enhanced Cancer Performance Tracker- a 

tool that gives each country a clear 

snapshot of its performance compared to 

the EU level and progress over time in key 

areas: prevention, early detection, care 

capacity, and outcomes. By identifying 

where countries excel and where challenges 

persist, the Cancer Performance Tracker 

helps drive meaningful change. 

 

Our mission is simple: better cancer 

outcomes for everyone. That means learning 

from the best, sharing effective strategies, 

and closing the gaps - both between 

countries and within them - at every stage 

of the cancer journey, from prevention to 

 

 

https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/country-cancer-profiles-2025
https://cancer-inequalities.jrc.ec.europa.eu/country-cancer-profiles-2025


survivorship. Together, we can turn insights 

into action and progress into lasting impact. 

   

 

 

 Caroline Berchet, Health Economist, PhD, Health Division, ELS 

https://www.oecd-events.org/health-ministerial 
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Science News and Publications 

  

The 2025 Country Cancer Profiles 

published 
 

The profiles are a series of reports 

published every second year 

prepared by the OECD for the 

European Cancer Inequalities 

Registry.  
  

more  

 

  
    

 

  

The European Quality Assurance 

Scheme for Breast Cancer Services 

is now available 
 

This voluntary scheme encompasses 

requirements and indicators across 

the breast cancer care pathway 

covering breast cancer screening, 

diagnosis to treatment and palliative 

care, focusing on quality 

improvement and equal access to 

quality healthcare.  
  

more  

 

  
    

  

https://www.oecd-events.org/health-ministerial
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/868624/en/3580
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https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869651/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869650/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869651/en/3580


  

The European Cancer Inequalities 

Registry (ECIR) published a new 

dimension- mortality by region 
 

You can now explore Cancer deaths 

indicators in more detail. In the data 

tool, click on the layer button at the 

top right on the ‘By country’ map.  
  

more  

 

  
    

 

  

Lung cancer prevention brief 

published on the Health 

Promotion and Disease 

Prevention Knowledge Gateway 
 

This dedicated brief on lung cancer 

prevention adds to earlier briefs on 

breast, colorectal and liver cancers. 

The brief was published in the Non-

communicable diseases prevention 

section where one can also read 

about cardiovascular diseases, 

diabetes, hypertension and obesity 

prevention.  
  

more  

 

  
    

  

European Network of Cancer 

Registries (ENCR) published three 

new recommendations for data 

coding 
 

It is important that common rules 

and definitions are used to make 

cancer registry data comparable. 

The new recommendations refer to: 

 Treatment data recording. 

 Recording recurrence, 

Progression, and 

Transformational Episodes. 

Joint Action on Networks of 

Expertise on Cancer (JANE-2) 

launched 
 

JANE-2 is a Joint Action to establish 

seven Networks of Expertise, 

focusing on complex and poor-

prognosis cancers, palliative cancer 

care, survivorship, personalised 

primary and secondary prevention, 

omics technologies, hi-tech medical 

resources, adolescents and young 

adult patients with tumours. It is 

funded by the EU4Health 

programme, coordinated by Italy 

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869653/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869662/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869653/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869662/en/3580


 Central Nervous System 

Tumours coding. 

  

more  

 

  
    

 

and comprises of 121 partners from 

29 European countries.  
  

more  

 

  
    

 

 

  

Check out the new report 

“SOLACE - Understanding the 

links between SOiL pollution and 

CancEr” 
 

Soil pollution is a significant 

environmental and health concern in 

Europe, with potential links to 

cancer incidence. The SOLACE 

project investigated the complex 

relationships between soil 

properties, pollution, land use and 

human health, providing a 

foundation for further research and 

policy development.  
  

more  

 

  
    

 

  

JRC Technical report on 

“Quantification of health impacts 

in EU chemical policy evaluations” 

was just published 
 

This technical report provides 

recommendations for gathering, 

reporting, and evaluating 

epidemiological evidence for 

evaluation of policies and legislation 

assessing health impacts of 

chemicals.  
  

more  
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Prioritizing performance and 

outcome indicators for quality 

assessment of cancer screening 

programs in the EU 
 

The study was conducted as part of 

the CanScreen-ECIS project, funded 

by EU4Health. It aimed to develop 

and pilot a new cancer screening 

data management system to be 

integrated into the existing 

European Cancer Information 

System (ECIS).  
  

more  

 

  
    

 

HaDEA project showcase: 

recording now available 
 

On 4 February, World Cancer Day, 

HaDEA organised a project 

showcase on 'Fostering synergies 

to beat cancer: The impact of EU-

funded projects'. The event 

brought together over 700 people 

(in person and online), including 

representatives of EU-funded 

projects on cancer, NGOs and health 

organisations working in the cancer 

field, National Contact/Focal Points 

and policymakers. 

To find synergies between cancer-

related projects, you can check the 

Cancer projects tool.  
  

more  

 

  
    

  

The Cancer Mission Roadshow to 

boost cancer screening and 

prevention 
 

The Cancer Mission Bus Roadshow is 

driving change across Europe, 

bringing cancer prevention and 

screening awareness to local 

communities. 

 

In summer 2024, the bus stopped in 

15 locations across Lithuania, 

Poland, and Romania, drawing 

16,800 visitors and reaching overall 

nearly 11 million people. 

 

Partnering with 66 national and local 

stakeholders — from health 

ministries, to healthcare 

professionals, to patient 

organizations — it’s a powerful step 

Stay tuned for the upcoming EU 

Cancer Mission project cluster 

policy webinar 
 

The webinar is part of an ongoing 

series of cluster meetings for each 

objective of the EU Cancer Mission, 

which will continue over the course 

of 2025. The next EU Cancer Mission 

Cluster Policy webinar on Prevention 

and early detection, exploring how 

to work together to make better use 

of research project results in the 

area of cancer prevention 

(Implementation Research and 

Behavioural Change), will take place 

on the Health Policy Platform 

#EUHPP on Tuesday, 29 April 

2025. 

This webinar will bring together 

stakeholder and citizen perspectives 

https://ecis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://ecis.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869683/en/3580
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/visualisation/cancer-projects-tool_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869667/en/3580


toward cancer prevention through 

direct citizen engagement.  
  

more  

 

  
    

 

on research and innovation 

providing an early exposure to the 

cluster projects launched under the 

EU Cancer Mission.  
  

more  

 

  
    

  

 
   

Policy news 
 

Just published: the review of Europe's Beating Cancer Plan 

Four years after the Cancer Plan's launch, on the occasion of the World Cancer 

Day, the review of Europe's Beating Cancer Plan was published. The review is 

looking at what has been achieved and the state of implementation of its 

various actions. The document also seeks to assess whether the actions taken 

so far and ongoing actions are sufficient to achieve the Cancer Plan's 

objectives, or whether additional measures are necessary.  

 

 

The review concludes that the Cancer Plan remains highly relevant. 

The vast majority of stakeholders confirm that it will be essential to 

continue to implement ongoing actions to achieve the Cancer Plan's 

aims. Stakeholders were widely consulted through the Study on 

mapping and evaluating the implementation of the Europe's Beating 

Cancer Plan, which was also published on 4 February.  

 
  

 

 

  

more  

 

  
   

 

 

Young Voices Shaping EU Health Policies: Commissioner Olivér Várhelyi 

Meets with Young Cancer Survivors and Oncology Professionals 

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869686/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869688/en/3580
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e18ddb16-e2b6-11ef-be2a-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e18ddb16-e2b6-11ef-be2a-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e18ddb16-e2b6-11ef-be2a-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869705/en/3580?no-intermediate-page=1


Youth Policy Dialogues are 

organised by the Commission to 

provide a platform for young people 

to engage directly with European 

policymakers. On 4 February, World 

Cancer Day, the European 

Commissioner for Health and Animal 

Welfare Olivér Várhelyi hosted a 

Youth Policy Dialogue on Cancer. 

The event brought together 30 

young cancer survivors and early-

career oncology professionals from 

across the EU. 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Commissioner Várhelyi aimed to better understand the lived 

experiences of young cancer patients and professionals, with 

discussions centred on Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan (EBCP), cancer 

care, and survivor support. Participants welcomed the initiative and 

voiced strong support for the EBCP, stressing the need to address 

young cancer patients' and survivors' unique needs. Commissioner 

Várhelyi underscored the Commission’s commitment to addressing 

the issues raised through the EBCP. A recording of the Youth Policy 

Dialogue can be accessed here.  

 
  

 

 

  

more  

 

  
   

 

 

Speech by EU Commissioner Várhelyi at the 4th EU Health Summit 

28 January 2025, Brussels  

 

 

Preventive health is also key to future-proofing health systems. 

 

The focus has often been on treating diseases – but the best disease 

is the one that you do not get in the first place. 

 

Building upon the success of the Europe's Beating Cancer Plan, I 

intend to propose an ambitious Plan for European Cardiovascular 

Health.  

https://youth.europa.eu/youth-policy/dialogues_en
https://youth.europa.eu/events/youth-policy-dialogue-commissioner-oliver-varhelyi-cancer_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869696/en/3580?no-intermediate-page=1
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Contribute to the implementation of the European Health Data Space! 

Public consultation open until February 28 

The TEHDAS2 joint action has launched a 30-day public consultation on four 

draft guidelines and technical specifications designed to support the effective 

secondary use of health data across Europe as part of the European Health 

Data Space (EHDS). The TEHDAS2 project will create guidelines and technical 

specifications to enable smooth cross-border use of health data.  

 

  

more  

 

  
   

 

 

Dr Hans Kluge was re-elected as World Health Organisation’s Regional 

Director for Europe 

Dr Kluge was formally re-appointed to the role as Regional Director for Europe 

at the 156th session of the WHO Executive Board in Geneva, Switzerland, on 

Tuesday, 4 February 2025.  

 

  

more  

 

  
    

Open calls for funding 
 

Understanding the interactions between cardiovascular disorders and 

comorbidities and/or their therapeutic treatments - InterHeart 
 

 

  

Deadline  07/03/2025  
 

  

  

more  
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EU4Health call for proposals - EU-USA cooperation on lung cancer 
 

 

  

Deadline  18/03/2025  
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Safeguarding innovation in secondary use of health data in the 

European Health Data Space (EHDS) 
 

 

  

Deadline  23/04/2025  
 

  

  

more  

 

  
   

 

 

Boosting innovation for a better understanding of the determinants of 

health 
 

 

  

Deadline  29/04/2025  
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Boosting innovation for better assessment of the added value of 

innovative integrated healthcare solutions 
 

 

  

Deadline  29/04/2025  
 

  

  

more  

 

  
   

 

 

Boosting innovation through better integration of fragmented health 

R&I efforts 
 

 

  

Deadline  29/04/2025  
 

  

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869718/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869717/en/3580
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https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869722/en/3580
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Boosting innovation through exploitation of digitalisation and data 

exchange in healthcare 
 

 

  

Deadline  29/04/2025  
 

  

  

more  

 

  
   

 

 

Boosting innovation for peopled centred integrated healthcare 

solutions 
 

 

  

Deadline  29/04/2025  
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Fostering Pragmatic Comparative-Effectiveness Trials in Non-

communicable Diseases (EffecTrial) 
 

 

  

Deadline  17/06/2025  
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Recently started EU-funded projects 
 

EU-funded cancer projects that started between January and February 

2025 

Projects 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869721/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869719/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869723/en/3580
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/redirection/item/869724/en/3580
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/cancer/recent-ec-funded-projects-started-between-january-february-2025_en


Check out the synergies between EU-funded cancer projects on the Cancer 

projects tool.  

  

Upcoming events 
 

EASL Liver Cancer Summit 2025. Paris, France. 
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Youth Policy Dialogue with Commissioner Jessika Roswall, 9:00-11:00 

CET 
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From Data to Action: Advancing Public Health through Quality-of-Life 

Measurement, online 15:00-17:00 CET 
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EUHPP webinar on European Health Data Space (2/3): Secondary Use of 

health data, 15:30-17:00 CET 
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EUHPP webinar on European Health Data Space (3/3): Implementation 

and governance - who does what? 10:00-11:30 CET 
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Youth Policy Dialogue with EVP Roxana Mînzatu - How can we ensure 

equal access to quality jobs and skills for everyone? 
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The “European Health Data Space” (EHDS): the new EU regulation on 

the re-use of health data, 17:00-18:00 CET 
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Data altruism: principles and IDEA4RC solutions to enable data 

donation, 17:00-18:00 CET 
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ESMO Breast Cancer 2025. Munich, Germany. 
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