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Dear colleague, 

In this edition, we bring you the latest news on composite indicators with a
special focus on competitiveness. Additionally, we had the pleasure of inter‐
viewing Ms. Myriam Sadaka, UNDP’s Project and Research Associate, contribut‐
ing to the methodological enhancement and annual production of the Global
Knowledge Index.

Read on to learn more about the latest work of the European Commission's
Competence Centre on Composite Indicators and Scoreboards at the Joint
Research Centre!

Don’t miss out:  

Registration for the 2025 JRC Week on Composite Indicators and
Scoreboards is now open! This year, we are back to physical meetings in
JRC premises! Expression of interest for in-person participation is open
until 15th August 2025. Join us for comprehensive training sessions fo‐
cused on developing and analysing indicator frameworks and visualisa‐
tion techniques. Additionally, take part in discussions within our
Community of Practice, covering key topics such as food systems and se‐
curity, equality, inclusion, and intergenerational fairness. Apply for partici‐
pation and find more information here! 

Want to learn about composite indicators right now and right there? Take
a look at our training page and available recordings. 

Thank you for reading our newsletter. 

All the very best,  

The Competence Centre on Composite Indicators and Scoreboards team 

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/newsletter-archives/65366
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/composite-indicators_en
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/JRC_Week_COIN_2025
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/composite-indicators/2025-jrc-week-composite-indicators-scoreboards_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/composite-indicators/2023-jrc-week-composite-indicators-scoreboards_en#videos


1. Innovation champions

The ability to innovate is a fundamental pil‐
lar of the European Union's present and fu‐
ture competitiveness. However, the concept
of innovation can often be vague, with un‐
clear boundaries and impacts. How can we
effectively measure and establish clear
perimeters for innovation?

To address this challenge, the Joint Research Centre's Competence Centre on
Composite Indicators and Scoreboards (JRC-COIN) has collaborated with the
Directorate-General for Research and Innovation for over a decade to develop
monitoring frameworks that track progress in the research and innovation
landscape through the INNOVA projects.

A key outcome of this successful collaboration is the Innovation Output
Indicator (IOI), which serves as a flagship metric for assessing the progress of
the objectives underlying the European Research and Innovation Framework
Programmes.

Developed annually since 2013, this output-focused innovation metric mea‐
sures countries' capacity to derive economic benefits from innovation by moni‐
toring the extent to which innovative ideas reach the market, create knowl‐
edge-intensive jobs, and enhance a country's technological capabilities.

The latest update of the IOI was launched in May 2025, and it comes with a
new addition: the Regional Innovation Output Indicator. This indicator utilises
both established and novel datasets to provide a snapshot of regional innova‐
tion activity, encompassing both technological and non-technological innova‐
tion, as well as regional contributions to value-added in trade and
employment.

So, which regions and countries are the most innovative in Europe? Find out by
visiting the JRC Indicators Explorer.

2. Have you ever heard of midcap enterprises?

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/projects-activities/monitoring-innovation-performance-eu-innova-measure_en/ri-monitoring-frameworks_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/projects-activities/monitoring-innovation-performance-eu-innova-measure_en/ri-monitoring-frameworks_en
https://composite-indicators.jrc.ec.europa.eu/explorer/indices/ioi/innovation-output-indicator


In the effort to digitise the EU's economy
and enhance its competitiveness, much at‐
tention has been focused on large corpora‐
tions and agile startups. However, often
overlooked in this discussion are mid capi‐
talisation enterprises, which are emerging as
significant contributors to European
innovation.

A recent report, produced through the ongoing collaboration between JRC-
COIN and Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship,
and SMEs (DG GROW), examines the role of midcap companies within the EU
business landscape, highlighting their considerable impact in key industrial sec‐
tors, including electronics, aerospace and defence, and energy-intensive
industries.

Notably, midcaps tend to engage more actively in innovation activities com‐
pared to Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), positioning them at the fore‐
front of competitive and market developments despite facing challenges in ac‐
cessing financing.

Speaking of SMEs, there is a new index in town: the SME Twin Transition
Monitor, developed by JRC-COIN in coordination with DG GROW. This com‐
posite indicator features three sub-indices that assess the digital, environmen‐
tal, and resilience capabilities of SMEs across Europe.

You can find this and many other composite indicators in the JRC Indicators
Explorer.

3. JRC Indicators Explorer: New Look and Features

How does the EU's performance in innova‐
tion compare to that of China? What is the
relationship between GDP per capita and
sustainable development? How does your
country rank against its peers in key indices
related to the priorities of the EU
Commission?

In today's data-saturated world, it can be challenging to identify which infor‐
mation is essential for answering these and similar questions. Additionally, no
single indicator can fully capture complex issues such as climate change, gen‐
der equality, or economic competitiveness.

In this context, the JRC Indicators Explorer acts as an open-access, one-stop
shop for the most relevant indices and dashboards available globally.

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC141271
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC140504
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC140504
https://composite-indicators.jrc.ec.europa.eu/explorer/indices/smettm/sme-twin-transition-monitor
https://composite-indicators.jrc.ec.europa.eu/explorer/indices/smettm/sme-twin-transition-monitor


The JRC Indicators Explorer is an interactive online tool developed by the JRC
Competence Centre on Composite Indicators and Scoreboards to help users vi‐
sualise data and create data-driven narratives. 

With its newly designed interactive menus, navigating the data has become
easier. Automatically generated text guides users through the main findings of
each visualisation.

The platform offers a variety of engaging visuals, including responsive maps,
rankings, correlation matrices, and heatmaps, which automatically sort selected
countries and indicators based on their performance.

You can easily download or embed these visualisations directly into your online
briefings with just a click.

To learn more, check out the brochure and start exploring!

4. People behind the numbers: Myriam Sadaka

Myriam Sadaka currently supports UNDP’s
Knowledge Project at the Regional Bureau
for Arab States, contributing to the method‐
ological enhancement and annual produc‐
tion of the Global Knowledge Index (GKI), a
leading tool for measuring knowledge per‐
formance worldwide.

How do you define knowledge performance, and how does it serve as a
key element of competitiveness?

Knowledge performance reflects the capacity of a country to effectively gener‐
ate, disseminate, and leverage knowledge in ways that drive innovation, pro‐
ductivity, and long-term development. It extends beyond the outcomes of edu‐
cational institutions and research centres, focusing on how knowledge is em‐
bedded within governance, economic, and social systems to shape national
development.

The Global Knowledge Index (GKI) provides a comprehensive and multidimen‐
sional framework for assessing knowledge performance through seven sub-in‐
dices. Six of them cover key sectors such as education; research, development
and innovation; information and communications technology; and the econ‐
omy. The seventh sub-index, the enabling environment, examines governance,
health, and environmental factors that shape and support these sectors.

In an increasingly complex and interconnected world, strong knowledge per‐
formance is essential for national competitiveness. The ability to cultivate hu‐
man capital, foster innovation, and adapt to rapid technological and societal
change is now central to a country’s ability to thrive. Countries that invest in

https://composite-indicators.jrc.ec.europa.eu/explorer/about
https://composite-indicators.jrc.ec.europa.eu/explorer
https://www.knowledge4all.org/gki


strengthening their knowledge systems are better equipped to unlock human
potential and sustain inclusive growth. Robust knowledge performance is thus
a critical enabler of long-term competitiveness in a knowledge-based
economy.

In your years of global research on knowledge performance, what has
been the most surprising and unexpected finding for you?

Two things have stood out to me throughout my work on the Global
Knowledge Index. First, some developed high-income countries with advanced
statistical capabilities do not consistently report key data to international
sources. This limits their inclusion in global composite indices such as the GKI,
raising questions about the incentives and willingness to engage in global
benchmarking efforts. It also constrains our ability to present a truly global and
comparative picture of knowledge performance.

Second, in other cases, data exist at the national level but are not available in
international databases, reflecting reporting gaps despite adherence to the
same statistical protocols and definitions.

These challenges reaffirm the urgent need for more inclusive and transparent
data-sharing practices, which are essential for advancing effective benchmark‐
ing and evidence-based policymaking.

What have been the main impacts of the Global Knowledge Index (GKI) on
policymaking?

The Global Knowledge Index offers countries and decision makers a compre‐
hensive and data-driven framework to assess the performance of their national
knowledge ecosystems across key sectors. By leveraging 155 indicators from
more than 40 international sources and databases, the GKI enables countries to
identify performance gaps, track progress over time, and benchmark their per‐
formance against regional and global peers.

More importantly, the GKI translates complex data into actionable insights,
supporting the development of targeted policy interventions. This allows poli‐
cymakers to prioritise reforms that strengthen their national knowledge eco‐
systems and advance sustainable development.

The GKI’s policy relevance is reflected in its integration into national strategies,
such as Egypt’s Vision 2030 and Jordan’s Economic Modernization Vision
Executive Program (2023–2025), highlighting its role in shaping policy agendas
and advancing evidence-based governance.

In 2025, the GKI will undergo a methodological upgrade to reflect the
changing dynamics of global development. Can you provide insights into
this process? 

Building on the structural and statistical reviews conducted in 2021 and 2022,
this year’s revision aims to ensure the GKI remains a relevant, forward-looking,
and robust tool for measuring knowledge performance.



The revision process, which will culminate in the development of the Index’s
ninth edition, began back in 2024 with consultations involving leading interna‐
tional organisations and think tanks, aimed at identifying emerging trends and
key areas that should be better captured in the Index.

To lead the technical revision, a Core Technical Team was established, bringing
together experts from diverse fields with extensive knowledge of composite in‐
dices. In parallel, an advisory committee was formed with the support of insti‐
tutions such as ITU, the World Bank, and the OECD to provide strategic guid‐
ance and help align the revision with international data practices.

Additionally, the GKI team is also commissioning background papers exploring
emerging themes in knowledge development, further ensuring the Index re‐
flects today’s most pressing challenges and opportunities.

Towards mid-September, as we plan to have finalised the new GKI structure, we
will participate in a COIN Open Day to benefit from the statistical expertise of
the JRC-COIN team and to ensure this new edition of the GKI is developed in
accordance with the highest standards in composite indices.

This collaborative, multi-stakeholder approach reflects our commitment to
keeping the GKI a trusted global tool for evidence-based policymaking and
sustainable development.

What is one piece of advice you would give to practitioners who are de‐
veloping knowledge-related indicator frameworks?

My advice is to strike the right balance between methodological soundness
and practical relevance. A robust framework should rely on credible and com‐
parable indicators, but it’s equally important that those indicators are meaning‐
ful for policymaking and reflect the evolving nature of knowledge systems.
Given the multidimensional and interconnected nature of knowledge, avoid
measuring its elements in isolation. 

Validate your framework across different contexts and ensure it remains adapt‐
able to emerging trends and technologies. Involving diverse stakeholders at
the initial phases of development can also strengthen the framework, bringing
in cross-sector expertise.

 

Still here? Explore more of our work here.

This newsletter is issued by the European Commission’s Competence Centre on Composite
Indicators and Scoreboards at the Joint Research Centre on a biannual basis.

Surprise a colleague: forward our newsletter! 

Subscribe, if this email was forwarded to you. | You can unsubscribe on your profile page.

 

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/composite-indicators/coin-open-days_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/composite-indicators_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/composite-indicators_en
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/composite-indicators_en
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/know4pol/user-subscriptions/2666/create
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/login


Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union, 2025
© European Union, 2025

Reuse is authorized provided the source is acknowledged.
The reuse policy of European Commission documents is regulated by Decision 2011/833/EU (OJ L

330, 14.12.2011, p. 39).
Reuse is not applicable to documents subject to intellectual property rights of third parties.

KJ-01-25-364-EN-Q (online)

 

 

 

The European Commission is committed to personal data protection. Any personal data is processed
in line with the Regulation (EU) 2018/1725. Please read the privacy statement.

ISSN: 2443-616X | Catalogue Number: KJ-01-25-364-EN-Q

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/Privacy_Statement_Knowledge_for_Policy_K4P_E-newsletters_and_communities.pdf?1

